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SOLVING THE MYSTERY OF
LOCH NESS

The Results of a Summer’s Search for the ‘“ Monster ™’

By SIR EDWARD MOUNTAIN, BART.

HE sueeiss of the ssarch which | csosed to
I b orguoised this sumoser inoan stbempt to
detormine the facts about the creaturs now
madmnittedly an infabitant of Loch Ness has broaght
me o deluge of moquests for further mformstion.
The Field, with its large circle of informed readers,
SMNSTIAS B i'\u'ﬂli.ur!!. flitimg |||:u.|1' to deseribe ihe
FPJ'LIjL".'L ared 1 have been glacd to ||.|'|1-Fr1 the Editor's
nvelal o fa geve des Full sm AFINT A= | A,
Thet: wi= nothing  premasditeted  sbosne  the
s I Bemad  eidkeen Heaofors Castle  which i=
-r|||,‘\- o Tewe amiles from the Boch, be esr | weanied
o sibrmon fishing for mys=clf and my  fri
dlwring my summser holiday. 1 have always been
intereded i natwral hastery and all ootdeor things
and  therclore have followed, in a8 morne or bess
cmsual way. the reports during the past yor or so
abowt the ereature commonly known in the Press
s the Lowls Nes= Monster I had nbo rond the
rescenidy |H'-h'l--|-lll tmmek om the subject by Lioat.-
Commander B, T, Gouwld and other litoratars b
alnfforent evrs, wned wans much struck by the mass
of solwl evidenes whosh b pnl other stasdents Tuad
anarri labosd

Dhuring & medor trap seound the och on the fiesd
Aunduay ol my stay m Scotlawd it ocoureesd (o omy
mind that it was & curious thing that while §hese
rirmionirs bt 8 strange cresture in the loeh have
Fesem current bor many months, nas seacch organisesd
vig wdegunte Loses aawd with JErper eguarmenit Fims
ever been undertaken,  The bab s woell adapted
tev an orgnnised survey, being about 22 miles long
arel nod e phimee e -rl - Bal D riles wide s
any poanit. Be e to s Uhat iF 20 rrem o sl
willi eanwrn= wrd felil glisses werne fo bee stad omml
arviiiul e bseb i '-||1'|'|".Hi" (IR E (RT T menth or
sl sl b B pusssabsle definitely 1o earabdish
whother Lhere i= mnsihing tlere o ot

Altia
that o

cntisibration, 1 oeweoe too the eonelsion

TR [ lisberesting  fo Organee s

warch. | W Bhere wens many seegitios, but |
liel rd parespuese ton Bwe alostarpaal by thut. 1 ey s
that T boliewve many of tlem hawve now bean

oyl

I Bened wse elifliensliy an Gimeling 200 vowens ool Ehie s
I ownntesd, wstives oo the dlistrien, fueliar with ol
prart=s ol e Db, sl 8o osotadowse e, nned wid |

fmily o -|,u|r|-ihilillr-= w e memigree]  that e,
wioniled cotmeam] <teictlv ree b ] Nu awrpap |
| & former Army officer, who visited overy

wateler by motor eyele at least twice daily.

I nlso secnwred the cooperation of Kodak, Lid,,
beeause 1 formaw that guestions might be raised
about tampersd or forged pictures. The Kodak
people, wh supglied ll-ﬂe' cumerns, underteok o
have any films submitted to them developed by
their chief chomist, so that no guestion could be
radsedd -in that direstion. The comerss wers ool
lected at Invemness every night and re-issaed in
the mawsrning,  Where any film had been used, it
wis taken out of the camera by my own reprosesita.
tiver nnd forwarded to London for developang.

1 fully realised the diffieulty of taking plaoto-
graphs of & marine creature which as g ruls B
lllll:l.' for w few secomds and then witlher '-IL‘U}"H'““

or moves off rapidly, buat the results wees e
sucerssful wmd interesting than 1 u'rig:inal]!. g,
There is the further fuct that the loch & ootones
for bad visibility, being largely hemmod o by
high mnd very rough country, and with In_-q_m
musts and rain ohscuring vision,

Druring tho first fortnight of the seanch, however,
visibility was very good, and varouss watches
secured a total of 21 photographs, F thess, e
wora good enough to warrant enlarging for we in
publications. The watchers saw tle creature st oller
times bast had l'urrl-]'lln:uétunltj far et whilein
otlser cases actual snapalots were made, but on deve.
loprment proved to have been foeased into the sm
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¢hmirman of the Kagie Star snd British Tamihroma
Trpuranes o)

During the second fortnight the visibality we
very poor and no photos were secured, 1 therefore
continued the search for an additional week, sl
sinee then have kept my supervisor, Captain James
Fraser, of Inverness, with one assistans, Ftlillﬂlﬂ]
atl & point on the el where past exporimes sl
the creature to have been most frequontly sen
Thes# two men are squipped with cameess with
telemeopic lensos, and [ hwve besn hoping the they
wounld secure n still better picture than soy yel
tuken, but an added diffiealty i= that the deys se
now hecoming short in the north of Seotlend
ths woather has contimeed had., etk

These two men are sleoping in tents A
watching the loch from dey till mightfall.
My 20 watchors were only able to be s ther posits
from mbout nine in the morning oot s ll'.“"I
evening, and it happened during the first f
thut on several ooomsions the croature was seem 2
athir people cither befors or after those hoars,

My object from the inception wias, pos to attempE
o enpture the creature, but first to prove, o =27
own satisfaction, whether there was anythmg e
and, secondly, if possible, to find cwt what 1t W=

It his besn generally admitted that the photo-
graphe my  men  obtaimed :i:r‘di.ldl:,e-]}' prove sl
there is something in the loch, but at the e
tame | camn oXpress oo |,'||1i:|.im|. as to the r:mnﬂ'ﬂ:’
af the ereature, 1 am of uJ]'liII.il‘lrI ihat it F""t-b
want up thie River Neas when in spate, nJ'lul'l:IUT“’:"
having got info the lech b would have ""ﬁ'""‘-'
in finding its way out again, as the enirance “'1";
river is iarrow.  Inoall probability, even if it Hu“
finnd 1w outlet ngain, it would have to waib Uil
ilbe river wiss in spuite before it could gt down. .

After 1 sturted the search T had nueeros L
versations with eesidents 0 the '-1"-"‘""]_"'
mntepgrity ancd trustworthiness ane, o my .
|ll'.l.1|I|||.|I||||||l:_ whio told mo tlunt tl“'.'l- sl ﬂl 1ﬁtll'
ereatige, bt hod not asid anything abot 1t
li I euidicule, h“r";
The alowep interest which tleaisineds '3‘1_']""“5. el
1t b solution of this mysiery hecsarmas ":'"“l II:'"‘:_
abwimns with e F1|:|‘|-||-|'|Hil.lr.| l!j 1""" I:;‘ P
amil an seesmpanyving  deseription ol T
Thir P .-.LPE‘I.- ;l"‘l'fi!'i"ﬂ of the LF""“II :;:.
Canmada, the Continent and Australin iill:u'l F
sxtenmsive aeeoumts, and pequeests fisr the i rﬁﬂ: 8l
cnme from mew T mnel other f'“b"”
aver the wopkd,

L,
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Frees commeftl s (R II'II:|'I.I"|{|I||I|_'| fair, sl
b been direeteld meere af e ece=an o8 1 laees: seentisg =
and others whie mosintam dlogroateeally that thepe
wnothine in the loeh than a1 any allempis o
fdicule the =earch. | l'|-|'\-'.'lll|‘|_'| liks: the eaditorind
rommen] o the (ssereer, which = tyguicnl of a Eroae
dead thar has appearsd. Afver aleserbang the
wwrrhe the (haireer way-,  The plesaographs wee
saturadly imperfect. owiie Lo eomediteons of light
il ifistance, bt I]l.r'_r MY werve B @ives monlogis=re
i lue bt 182 ofbieaRiess,  DE mwot, thesn il apes of
ther seiemie k2 owider thisn 1By Duwl fealised”

de may pemdily e imaginea], 1 have reeeived
plary of sugeestisae, frorn seentists anid  Froem
obher=, ns L dhe FII\'III|'HI.|'||I' clsvrcter of thee oremd .
spralation on the matter with the datm ot gsroesent
in hased is more oF less Tatile, Bt 1 think it woiild
be broe tee say thit thee Dot opuinion now Beolisyes the
cpeafure 10 b @ Erey gl Thiks grows 1o w moeh
larger sz Than U he seals aften soen sl § e coisi =
af the Kritssh !!Ili,l’lll.il in b lwmldy of wisfer s ik

puieatively calim as Lol Ness would be capeabile of
making woadisturhanee which would lead pesple tas
balivwe it wmeh larger than i probably is in
wetunlity.

There 1= owe ilesiglst thuat Wy siils can live in-
efimitely i fresh water amd thst they live an a
dist of fizh. Tt i= alao umdisputed ihat seals can
sl vorssichiarable distaness on liwnel, There does
fud s (o b anything inherent |y imipsranilile in
thee theory tht the creatune s n groy aeal.  There
are bivrgoe 'jj"l"“il'h"* of fish in Loch Neas and the
proflem of a food <apply, sither fish or visgmetnbhe,
winbil not bother this curiows inlmbitant, be it
seal or semetlong sl

A number of students of the problem lelisee
that the creature w identical with those osessionally
seem i the Norweginn fjords.  There is nasthing
ridically differcnt in these reports and those that
have cmpnated from Loch Ness, 1T eould ke
from o vast correspomalence which has grown aul
oof the seneeh, but will limit mvaelf tooa paenzen

frosin onae of the lewiling Britisly soologisis, whas mvs,
"'_|. think we are all aeeced thot some anosal
vesibor 1= in Loech Newss,  Thee only sen animal ke
all Iikely o et into the loch, and certainly the
only one that could live there for & leng time on .
Ili-'llll- aof salmaon, s somee lirge seal such ns the grey
CIE

An against this theory several of my men whae
are well acquainted with the  seal ﬁm”_\' hiavs
definitely stated that the creature hey hsvie s
= ot oa meal, and o omuost be pointed ook that
pictures taken by other visibors to the loch seom o
show characteristics whiclh no known apeeis of
srils disply.

dince wrling the nbove, one of my walobors,
Caplain  Fraser, has  obtained  several  foct of
film of the erenture on the telephoto sind camera,
It will be of great interest to oxamine thi= as
s s developed and it may prove o definibs
soelution of the smystery,



