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Mirages on Loch Mess

A prwn of mirage is cae of the most fsmilisr phencmena on Lech Nem, sepasially
in winter aud spring, It is best seon in the moming.  Distant objects, such as the
sieamers piFing cn the lake, appesr as though rslsed above the surface nnd floatiog
in the air

‘I'hin most constent festurs of tho Lock Mess mirages is =een at promantories
some miles distant, The shore-line at the promontorles, thoogh reslly oearly
paraliel with the horizon, s caused by the mirge to appesr to form sn angls with
the horizon. When this angle is preat (say 60" or more), the promantories appear
liks cverhaoping clife.  When the angls is very ncate, they sem o be suspendad
gwer iie horizos,  Objecta which are Enown to be balow the horizon are brought
lnte vigw, The receding stenmer, afier miling out of sight, will resppear miles
further away, ralsed high above the Jock aed looking very large.  The promentosy
at Diores appeers s o comspicwoes islasd io the middle of the loch, The fathers in
the Bansdlctine Monastory st Fort Augusius tell that oo ome Gocadion a Abdw-
covepeid mepuninin appesred over dhe end of the logh. Thess phenomena sre hest
marked af & distance of several miles from the observer. The steamer, sailing
awny from the shesever, momed, at the distanes of a mile or mare, to leave the sar-
faoa of the loch and sail up into the air.

Bigns of the mirage were sometimes to be distinguished at lesrer distances.
Btarding on the deck of the Laks Surver yacht Rlkods, when the eyes would ha
7 or 3 fort above the water, thece could oftsn be ssen on the rocks of the nearest
packs of the shore a conspiewous hosizontsl line, Jooking just like a high-watler
mark. In the reporte of the Balstonees Commizsion, mirages of o similar osture
are discussed,  Von Cholnoky explains how ther arise theough the formation of a
lower stralum of warmer &lr, hexted from the lake In shallow lakes like Lake
Balaton, the mimge is essentinlly a summer phenomenon.  The lake remaine warm
during the night when the air coola,

In Loch Meas the comverse is the case, The great body of wakter maininins s
miderata tamperatore throughout the year. In summer tho lake rarely attalse to
070 Fabr, and so the air may frequently remais a8 wanm s the lake, though
mirazes may cccur after sny cold might. In winter the like meintains a high
temperature, rarely falling balow 42°40 or 48°0 Fabr., and thua the sir will f@ll to
a much bower temperature almost every night, snd & well-marked layer of warmer
air be formed by moroing over the surface of the lake, giving riza to the wirage.




